
The Wallace A. Matheson Award for Creativity and Innovation in 
Educational Publishing  

Wallace A. Matheson (1932−1988) was chairman of Prentice Hall Canada Inc. 
His presence in Canadian book publishing was large. He demanded excellence 
from himself and from all around him. He enthusiastically supported those who 
wished to further their personal and professional development and was a firm 
believer in the value of continuing education.  

Born in Montreal, he joined US-based Prentice Hall as a sales representative 
upon his graduation from Acadia University in 1953. He was for a time the only 
Prentice Hall employee in Canada. In 1958 he became district manager of sales; 
he spearheaded the establishment of the new subsidiary, Prentice Hall Canada 
Inc., in 1960.  

Wallace Matheson was dedicated to the publishing of Canadian authors; he 
believed it essential that Canada’s education systems and institutions of learning 
support their curricula with Canadian-published books. “Wally” Matheson was 
president of the Canadian (Book) Publishers’ Council in 1972−1973.  

The Wallace A. Matheson Award for Creativity and Innovation in Educational 
Publishing is designed to recognize a student registered in The Chang School’s 
Certificate in Publishing who has demonstrated the initiative and aptitude to 
explore new and creative ways to deliver content in educational publishing.  

  ●  Students must receive a nomination from instructors; nominated 
students will be asked to forward their résumés and a statement outlining 
their career objectives to a selection committee – please do not send 
unsolicited applications   

  ●  Two awards per year   

  ●  $500 and a certificate, presented at The Chang School’s annual awards 
reception   

  ●  Students must have a serious interest in educational publishing and 
must have demonstrated an  interest in new ways of delivering content   

  ●  Students must be registered in the Certificate in Publishing program and 
must have completed at  least two courses, including Publishing Overview: 
Education (CDPB 200)   

 


