
Season’s Greetings!

December 2015

Marley’s Ghost to Ebenezer Scrooge,  
“Business? Mankind was my business.”

Charles Dickens, 1843

As one year closes and another opens, it is my pleasure and practice to make seasonal donations 
in honour of clients, colleagues, referral sources, and friends. Here are this year’s choices: 

FOR THE ADVOCACY OF BELONGING:
L’Arche • http://www.larche.org 

In 1964 in a small village north of Paris, Jean Vanier invited two people with intellectual disabilities 
— Philippe Seux and Raphael Simi — to leave their institution and live with him in a small house 
that he named L’Arche. Fifty years later, Vanier’s loving gesture finds practical expression in 147 
communities in 35 countries on five continents. At its heart, L’Arche celebrates the value and 
the place of all people — however abled — across religious and cultural traditions. In 2015, Jean 
Vanier received the Templeton Prize, one of the world’s largest annual awards that honours a 
living person who has made exceptional contributions to affirming life’s spiritual dimension, 
whether through insight, discovery, or practical works. See http://www.templetonprize.org/
currentwinner.html for more, including Vanier’s insights on why the strong need the weak.

FOR RESPECTFUL PARTNERSHIPS:
Afrinspire • http://www.afrinspire.org.uk/11/

This U.K. charity came to my attention when I was introduced to its founder Ian Sanderson, a 
Chartered Civil Engineer specializing in water and irrigation engineering. Ian lived and worked 
in Swaziland and regularly visits East Africa. In consultation with him, Afrinspire supports 
indigenous African initiatives at their own pace, such as Mama Janes Children’s Centre. That 
centre was founded by an African woman who saw a great need to help children after the effects 
of liberation wars, within which many children lose parents and become homeless. Afrinspire 
supports people and projects in Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Ethiopia, Tanzania, and South 
Sudan. See http://www.afrinspire.org.uk/11/index.php/african-partners for an extensive list of 
partners and projects.

FOR THE NON-PARTISAN RELIEF OF SUFFERING:
Doctors Without Borders/Medicins Sans Frontiers • http://www.msf.ca

This organization works on the front line of the world’s worst humanitarian emergencies and 
provides medical care to people in times of great need. It makes no distinction between the 
causes of human suffering — war, civil strife, epidemics, or natural disasters — and just works 
to relieve it. It is active on the migration routes along which many people travel, providing 
essential humanitarian care for those most at risk — on the Mediterranean, in Mexico, or in the 
reception centres of Europe. When the Italian search-and-rescue program Mare Nostrum was 
cancelled due to lack of support from other European countries, MSF launched its own boat and 
on-board medical team in an attempt to minimize the suffering and death of migrants in the 
Mediterranean. See https://www.msf.ca/sites/canada/files/msf_dispatches_sum15_eng_f.pdf 
for an account by a Canadian doctor who served on MSF’s search-and-rescue boat.

This note comes with appreciation for your part in making these choices possible and with all my 
best wishes for 2016.

Sincerely,

www.genevievechornenki.com

300 - 124 Merton St.
Toronto, ON, M4S 2Z2
Canada

416.975.9898

gac@chornenki.com
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